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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  B 
LEGAL  STUDIES  2010:  FAMILY  LAW 
SECTION  3 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  4 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  50  marks  out  of  the  total  100  marks  for  the  assignments. 
The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module  Booklet 
and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully  before 
submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

When  responding  to  the  questions  in  this  booklet,  you  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer 
and  word-processing  application  wherever  reasonably  possible.  If  you  use  a computer,  be 
sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully  proofread.  Include  your  name, 
course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page.  Alternatively,  you  may  be  able 
to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments  by  e-mail. 

Section  3 Assignment:  Family  Law — A Broader  Perspective 

1.  Indicate  whether  each  of  the  following  statements  is  true  or  false  in  Alberta  by  circling 
the  letter  T or  F. 


T F a.  The  Adult  Interdependent  Relationships  Act  has  given  many  cohabiting 

couples  rights  and  obligations  that  had  been  previously  reserved  for 
married  people. 

T F b.  Family  members  can  form  adult  interdependent  relationships  but  only  by 

signing  adult  interdependent  partner  agreements. 

T F c.  A couple  who  have  just  moved  in  together  must  wait  three  years  to  create 

an  adult  interdependent  relationship. 

T F d.  Any  unrelated  male/female  couple  sharing  a home  for  three  years  have,  in 

the  eyes  of  the  law,  created  an  adult  interdependent  relationship. 

T F e.  People  under  the  age  of  18  can  form  adult  interdependent  relationships. 

T F f.  An  adult  interdependent  relationship  based  on  an  adult  interdependent 

partner  agreement  can  be  ended  when  either  partner  signs  a similar 
agreement  with  another  person. 

T F g.  An  adult  interdependent  relationship  based  on  three  or  more  years  of 

cohabiting  can  be  ended  if  the  couple  live  separate  and  apart  for  a year. 


T F h.  If  a person  dies  intestate,  his  or  her  adult  interdependent  partner  will 
automatically  inherit  at  least  part  of  the  estate. 


T F i.  If  a person  dies  with  a will  that  leaves  no  financial  provision  for  his  or  her 
adult  interdependent  partner,  the  Dependants  Relief  Act  allows  that  partner 
to  override  the  will  and  share  in  the  estate. 
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T F j.  The  provisions  of  the  Dower  Act  giving  a person  the  right  to  remain  in 

the  family  home  after  his  or  her  spouse  has  died  now  apply  to  adult 
interdependent  partners. 

T F k.  Any  cohabiting  couple  in  Alberta  are  now  legally  obliged  to  support  each 

other  financially. 

T F 1.  The  natural  parents  of  children  have  an  obligation  to  care  for  those 

children. 


T F m.  The  courts  will  automatically  enforce  any  provision  a couple  includes  in  a 
properly  signed  cohabitation  agreement. 

T F n.  In  Alberta,  the  Workers  Compensation  program  now  applies  to  all 
cohabiting  couples  as  well  as  spouses. 


When  you've  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  return  to  page  90  of  the 
LGS  2010  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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2.  Do  one  of  the  following. 

In  1997,  a bill  was  passed  in  Alberta  amending  the  Provincial  Court  Act  to  give 
grandparents  the  right  to  gain  legal  access  to  their  grandchildren.  In  two  or  three 
paragraphs,  take  a stand  for  or  against  this  bill  and  defend  it.  In  your  answer  be  sure  to 
do  the  following: 

• Explain  what  the  chief  problem  was  that  the  bill  sought  to  correct. 

• Explain  the  rights  the  bill  grants  grandparents. 

• Present  at  least  one  argument  for  each  side  in  the  issue. 

• State  your  position  on  the  issue  along  with  your  reasons. 

OR 

A few  years  back,  the  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  upheld  a decision  by  a lower  court  that 
required  the  adult  children  of  a woman  living  in  poverty  to  supply  her  with  financial 
support.  In  two  or  three  paragraphs,  take  a stand  for  or  against  this  decision  and  defend 
it.  In  your  answer  be  sure  to  do  the  following: 

• Explain  the  current  legal  situation  in  Alberta  on  this  issue. 

• Present  at  least  one  argument  for  each  side  in  the  issue. 

• Take  a stand  on  the  issue  along  with  your  reasons. 


r 


Marking  Criteria  8 marks 


• An  accurate  and  adequate  explanation  is  presented. 

• At  least  one  sound  argument  is  presented  for  each  side. 

• A position  is  taken  and  defended  with  sensible  reasons. 


3 marks 
3 marks 
2 marks 
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When  you've  finished  answering  the  preceding  question,  return  to  page  100  of  the 
LGS  2010  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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3.  Mackenzie  lives  with  her  husband  Shane  and  their  two  young  children  in  a home 
that  Shane  owns.  Mackenzie  has  recently  informed  Shane  that  she  has  begun  divorce 
proceedings  to  end  their  abusive  marriage;  but  since  the  announcement,  Shane  has 
started  to  threaten  her.  On  one  occasion,  he  came  home  drunk  and  beat  her. 

It's  now  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  Mackenzie  has  just  received  an  angry  phone  call 
from  her  husband  saying  that  he's  on  his  way  home  to  "teach  her  a lesson  she'll  never 
forget."  She  expects  him  to  arrive  any  moment. 

Imagine  that  Mackenzie,  understandably  terrified  for  her  safety  and  that  of  her  children, 
has  called  you  for  advice.  Explain  the  legal  options  that  you  would  advise  her  to  follow 
as  well  as  any  purely  practical  steps  she  should  take.  Be  as  specific  as  you  can,  and  be 
sure  to  give  reasons  for  your  suggestions. 


Marking  Criteria  8 marks 

• A clear  explanation  is  given  that  lays  out  a reasonable 
plan  of  action. 

• The  explanation  reveals  a good  understanding  of 
Alberta  law. 

• The  response  refers  to  specific  statutes  and  orders. 

• Sensible  reasons  are  given  for  the  advice. 


2 marks 

2 marks 

2 marks 
2 marks 
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4. 


In  this  section  you've  been  introduced  to  some  of  the  services  provided  by  the  Alberta 
government  to  help  victims  of  abuse — things  like  the  Child  Abuse  Hotline  and  other 
protection  offered  by  Alberta  Children's  Services.  The  fact  is  that  across  the  province 
many  services  and  organizations — governmental  and  private,  province-wide  and  local — 
exist  to  help  people  solve  their  family-related  problems. 


Your  job  in  this  question  is  to  do  some  digging  in  your  local  area  to  discover  what 
services  are  available  to  help  people  with  their  family  problems.  These  problems  may 
involve  family  abuse,  but  feel  free  to  broaden  your  investigation  to  include  things  like 
divorce  counselling,  crisis  intervention,  legal-information  services,  and  anything  else 
you  feel  is  relevant. 


You  may  need  some  help  in  getting  started  with  your  research.  Your  Legal  Studies 
teacher  or  school  librarian  will  be  a good  resource  person.  Your  local  telephone  directory 
should  help  you  get  started  too.  Near  the  beginning  of  telephone  directories 
(white  pages)  you  should  find  pages  devoted  to  community  resources  and  services. 
Another  way  to  get  started  might  just  be  to  ask  people  you  know  what  services  they're 
aware  of.  And  of  course,  if  you  have  access  to  the  Internet,  you  should  be  able  to  locate 
services  with  offices  throughout  the  province. 


When  you  get  a few  leads,  you'll  probably  have  to  make  some  phone  calls  to  discover 
what  services  the  various  organizations  you've  uncovered  offer.  Ask  questions  like  these: 


• What  services  do  you  offer? 

• Is  the  service  supplied  by  the  Alberta  government,  the  municipality,  or  a private 
organization? 

• If  it's  a government-offered  service,  is  the  government  legally  obligated  to  offer  it? 

• What  must  a person  do  to  access  the  services? 

• Approximately  how  many  people  make  use  of  the  services? 

• Can  you  direct  me  to  other  related  services  in  the  area? 

When  you've  gathered  enough  information  for  a small  report,  write  up  your  findings  in 
two  to  four  pages.  Of  course,  if  you  live  in  a large  community  there  will  likely  be  a good  deal 
more  to  report  on;  so  limit  yourself  to  a manageable  number  of  organizations. 


Conclude  your  report  with  a paragraph  or  two  expressing  your  views  on  the  adequacy  of 
family  services  in  your  area.  Are  there  enough  of  them?  Can  you  think  of  others  that  should 
be  offered  but  aren't?  Who  should  pay  for  these  services — taxpayers?  users?  charitable 
organizations?  Does  everyone  have  equal  access  to  the  services  that  exist? 

You  can  write  your  report  in  the  space  provided  here,  or  you  can  use  a computer  and 
word-processing  application  and  attach  your  printed  copy  to  this  booklet.  Be  sure  to  include 
your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  on  each  page.  Don't  be  intimidated 
by  this  assignment;  it  shouldn't  take  you  long  to  learn  about  a few  of  the  services  in  your 
community.  After  all,  they're  set  up  so  that  people  can  easily  learn  about  them  and  make 
use  of  them.  And  if  they  aren't  easy  to  access,  that's  something  you  should  include  in 
your  report! 
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Marking  Criteria  12  marks 

A 

• There  is  a clear  indication  that  adequate  research 
has  been  done. 

4 marks 

• The  report  addresses  questions  like  those  suggested. 

4 marks 

• The  student's  own  views  are  expressed  and  ideas  are 
suggested  to  improve  things. 

3 marks 

• The  report  is  well  organized  and  has  been  edited 

1 mark 

and  proofread. 
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When  you’ve  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  return  to  page  116  of  the 
LGS  2010  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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Section  4 Assignment:  Issues  and  Careers 

As  the  final  activity  in  Lesson  1 of  Section  4,  you  chose  a challenging  issue  in  the  area  of 
family  law  and  did  some  research  into  it.  Your  Section  4 assignment  is  to  write  up  your 
findings  in  a short  report. 

If  it  helps  you,  use  headings  like  the  following  for  the  different  sections  of  your  report; 

• The  Issue — An  Explanation 

• The  Current  Law  in  Canada  (and/or  in  Alberta) 

• The  Law  in  Other  Jurisdictions  (optional) 

• What  Should  Be  Done? 

You  can  write  your  report  in  the  space  that  follows,  or  you  can  use  a computer  and 
word-processing  application,  and  attach  the  print-out,  clearly  labelled,  to  this 
Assignment  Booklet. 


Marking  Criteria  IS  marks 

• An  investigation  has  been  made  into  an  appropriate  3 marks 

issue  related  to  family  law. 

• The  report  includes  the  elements  laid  out  near  the  end  4 marks 

of  Lesson  1 (see  the  headings  suggested  above). 

• The  report  reveals  a good  understanding  of  the  issue  4 marks 

along  with  sensible  suggestions  for  dealing  with  it. 

• The  student's  findings  are  clearly  explained  and  well  3 marks 

organized. 

• The  report  has  been  effectively  edited  and  proofread.  1 mark 
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When  you’ve  finished  answering  the  preceding  question,  submit  this 
Assignment  Booklet  for  assessment.  Then  return  to  page  144  of  the 
LGS  2010  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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LEARNING  TECHNOLOGIES  BRANCH 
DISTANCE  LEARNING  STUDENT  COURSE  SURVEY 

After  you  have  completed  the  assignments  in  this  course,  please  fill  out  this  survey.  Your  constructive  comments 
will  be  greatly  appreciated,  as  future  course  revisions  can  then  incorporate  any  necessaiy  improvements. 

We  encourage  you  to  go  to  our  website  at  www.education.gov.ab.ca/ltb  and  complete  and  submit  this  survey 
electronically.  If  this  is  not  possible,  see  the  last  page  of  the  survey  for  other  ways  to  submit  the  survey. 

Age  (optional):  □ under  16  □16  to  18  01910  40  □ over  40 

School  Where  You  Are  Registered  to  Take  This  Course: 

Course  Name: Date: 

Course  Copyright  Year  (See  back  cover.) 

Design 

1.  The  recommended  process  for  students  is  to  work  through  the  Student  Module  Booklet(s)  as  instructed  and 
then  complete  the  assignments  when  directed.  Did  you  follow  this  process? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


2.  The  Student  Module  Booklet(s)  contains  a variety  of  self-assessed  activities.  Did  you  find  it  helpful  to  be  able 
to  check  your  work  and  have  immediate  feedback? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  explain. 
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3.  Were  the  questions  and  directions  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet(s)  easy  to  understand? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


4.  Did  you  understand  what  was  expected  in  the  Assignment  Booklets? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


5.  The  course  materials  were  designed  to  be  completed  by  students  working  independently.  Were  you  always 
aware  of  what  you  had  to  do? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  provide  details. 


6.  This  distance  learning  course  may  have  included  an  assortment  of  drawings,  photographs,  and  charts, 
a.  Did  you  find  the  visuals  in  this  course  helpful? 

□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


b.  Did  you  find  the  variety  of  visuals  in  this  course  motivating? 
□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 
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7.  Suggestions  for  Internet  use  may  be  included  in  the  course.  Were  these  suggestions  helpful? 
□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


8.  Some  activities  may  have  called  for  the  use  of  a course  or  textbook  CD.  Did  you  use  such  resources  as 
instructed? 

□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 


9.  How  did  you  submit  your  assignments? 

□ mail  □ fax  □ e-mail  □ drop  off 

- 10.  The  Student  Module  Booklet(s)  may  have  directed  you  to  work  with  your  teacher  or  to  consult  with  your 
teacher  if  you  were  having  problems.  How  well  did  you  work  as  a team? 


Course  Content 

1.  Was  enough  detailed  information  provided  to  help  you  learn  the  expected  skills  and  objectives? 
□ Yes  □ No  Comment  on  the  lines  below. 
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2.  Did  you  find  the  workload  reasonable? 
□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


3.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  the  reading  level? 
□ Yes  □ No  Please  comment. 


4.  How  would  you  assess  your  general  reading  level? 

□ poor  reader  □ average  reader  □ good  reader 

5.  Was  the  material  presented  clearly  and  with  sufficient  depth? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


6.  Was  a textbook  required  for  the  course? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  explain  where  you  got  it.  Did  you  have  any  problem  getting  it? 


General 

1 . What  did  you  like  least  about  the  course? 
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2.  What  did  you  like  most  about  the  course? 


Additional  Comments 


Only  students  enrolled  with  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  need  to  complete  the  remaining 
questions. 

1 . Did  you  contact  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  for  help  or  information  while  doing  your  course? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  approximately  how  many  times?  

Did  you  find  the  staff  helpful? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  no,  explain. 


2.  Were  you  able  to  fax  or  e-mail  any  of  your  assignment  response  pages? 

□ Yes  □ No  If  yes,  comment  on  the  value  of  being  able  to  do  this. 


3.  If  you  mailed  your  assignment  response  pages,  how  long  did  it  take  for  their  return? 
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4.  Was  the  feedback  you  received  from  your  correspondence  or  distance  learning  teacher  helpful? 
□ Yes  □ No  Please  comment. 


Thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  complete  this  survey.  Your 
feedback  is  important  to  us.  If  you  are  mailing  this  survey, 
please  use  the  address  on  the  right.  Or,  you  may  e-mail  or 
fax  the  survey,  using  the  address  or  number  below. 

E-mail:  ltbgeneral@gov.ab.ca 
Fax:  (780)  674-6561 

If  you  are  enrolled  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre 
and  will  be  mailing  your  Assignment  Booklets  to  ADLC, 
you  may  return  this  survey  with  the  final  Assignment 
Booklet  in  the  course. 


Learning  Technologies  Branch 
Box  4000 
Barrhead,  Alberta 
T7N  1P4 
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